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ignorance associated with their lives, would they, like the priest
and the Levite, pass by unmoved? Or, would they feel impelled
to rise in revolt against the established order which, with shrewd
audacity, declared these things to be the will of God, and try to
reform, or destroy it? I dare not even guess. I can only avow
that to thousands of the young men who lived half a century ago
they were as a thorn in their flesh which was not to be endured.
A time arrives in the experience of nearly every young man of
mind and character, when he has to face the question of what he
intends to do with his life. What shall he aim to become ? Does
he wish to take a modest part in the duties of a troubled world,
to become a lifter rather than a leaner, or does he propose to shape
his life, body, sense, and soul, to the environment into which he has
been born? The answer that he gives to these questions will
decide whether he is to become a personality or a pensioner, and
perhaps also whether he is to keep his conscience or his carriage.
Should he decide to follow the prevailing conventions, and accept
the teaching that the whole duty of man is to save his soul and vote
Tory at elections, he may acquire great possessions, and even win
the smiles of princes. But if these glittering rewards do not
attract him, and he elects to follow the prophet rather than the
profiteer, he is likely to receive the wages of unpopularity, to be
derided, if not persecuted, and to have poverty for his bride.
The choice between these separate ways of life was certainly
more difficult to make forty years ago than it is to-day, when the
mental outlook of the world and the religious and social practice
of our country have been so drastically changed. At the time that
I had to face these great issues, social idealism was generally
distrusted. The economists, especially those of the classical
school, insisted that human conduct was determined solely by
motives of personal gain; that business was business; that the
commercial activities of men were only occasionally influenced by
moral considerations, and that human beings would rarely act
morally when so to act would be contrary to their economic interests.
The 'economic man,* the * average sensual man/ was presented as
the witness of an enlightened civilization. His soulless economic
individualism was commended as a brazen serpent to look upon
which would bring social healing, personal and national well-being.
I think that at no time did I accept this rank jungle philosophy
as a satisfactory guide to conduct, but I never underrated the
strength of its appeal I knew that the acquisitive passion in men